Hora şchioapă
From Basarabia, Moldavia

Presented by Sonia Dion & Cristian Florescu

          Hora, plural Hore (same reading as Greek Horae), is the name of an ancient circular dance, which survived up to now days in Romania. In the ancient times, naked women danced it. In Romania there were found three clay depictions of this dance, two of them having five dancers and one with six dancers. The last one, which is the most famous, was found at Bodesti-Frumusica, in Moldavia. All of them are dating from 4000 – 3000 BC.

          The word şchioapă means limping and this dance is a great example of very old Hore.
Formation: mixed circle                               Position: hands up in W pos, facing center
Pronunciation: HOH-rah CHKIOHAH-peu
Music: Sonia Dion & Cristian Florescu Vol. 3, Band 10
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Meter: 2/4
Description of Hora şchioapă
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Meas.     Count
Introduction

1-4
no action

5-16
Do 24 walking steps moving and facing slightly to the right (LOD),


starting R ft. Do tiny circles with your hands (up first, twd center,…)


On the last count turn to face center.

Figure 1
1-2
1-3
Do 3 steps R, L, R twd center

4
Touch with L ball (no wt) next R ft

3-4
1-3
Do 3 steps L, R, L bkwd

4
Stamp on R (no wt) beside and slightly in front of L ft, R toes pointing



diag. to the left (20º)


&
Stamp on R (no wt) beside and slightly in front of L ft, R toes pointing



diag. to the right (20º)

5-8

Repeat measures 1-4



Figure 2 (grapevine)



(facing center and moving to the left)

1
1
Step on R across in front of L ft


2
Step on L to the side

2
1
Step on R behind L ft turning body slightly twd right


2
Touch on L ball (no wt) slightly across R ft
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Meter: 2/4
Description of Hora şchioapă (continued)
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Meas.     Count
Figure 2 (continued)

3
1
Moving to the right, step on L across in front of R ft


2
Step on R to the side

4
1
Step on L behind R ft turning body slightly twd left


2
Stamp on R (no wt) beside and slightly in front of L ft, R toes pointing



diag. to the left (20º)


&
Stamp on R (no wt) beside and slightly in front of L ft, R toes pointing



diag. to the right (20º)

5-8

Repeat measures 1-4


Figure 3 



(moving to the left and facing slightly to the left)

1
1
Step on R across in front of L ft


2
Step on L to the side

2

Repeat measure 1

3

Repeat measure 1

4
1
Standing on L, scuff with R ft (no wt) across in front of L ft;


finishing with right leg up bent at the knee


2
Turn to face center with stamp R to the right of L ft in front (no wt)


&
Step with accent to the right and turn body facing slightly to the right

5-8

Repeat measures 1-4 with opposite ftwk and direction

9-16

Repeat measures 1-8

Final pattern:

Intro +

F1 + F2 + F3 + 2 steps twd center (R, L) +
F1 + F2 + F3 +
F1 + F2 + F3 + step on R + step on L close to R ft.
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